
 
 

15 February 2019  

 

The Secretary  

Expert Committee on the Selection and Use of Essential Medicines  

Innovation, Access and Use  

Department of Essential Medicines and Health Products  

World Health Organization  

E-mail: emlsecretariat@who.int 

 

Dear Expert Committee on the Selection and Use of Essential Medicines,  

We were very glad to learn that the WHO Maternal and Perinatal Health & Preventing Unsafe 

Abortion Team has submitted an application to modify the listing of mifepristone-misoprostol 

on the Essential Medicines List (EML).  

 

On behalf of the International Campaign for Women’s Right to Safe Abortion, with more than 

1,360 members in 125 countries, we are writing to you to express our full support for this 

important evidence-based change to the Model List of Essential Medicines.  

 

Since 2005, when the two medications were first included in the List, numerous studies have 

shown the safety, efficacy and high acceptability of mifepristone-misoprostol for medical 

abortion, provided by health professionals with straightforward training, ranging from 

gynaecologists to GPs, to nurses and midwives, and pharmacists –without the need for 

specialised medical care or direct supervision. 

 

The evidence is strong that mifepristone-misoprostol should be reclassified as Core Essential 

Medicines for induced abortion. By moving mifepristone-misoprostol to the Core list, the WHO 

will be signalling to WHO Member States and health professionals around the world, as well 

as to women seeking safe abortion, that they meet the standards for core essential 

medications and that health systems and health professionals can feel confident in providing 

them.  

 

In its application, the WHO Team provides evidence-based information to support:  

 

1. Moving mifepristone-misoprostol for medical abortion from the Complementary to the 

Core Model List of Essential Medicines; 

2. Removing the text that says close medical supervision is required for administration of 

mifepristone-misoprostol for medical abortion;  

3. Inclusion of a dosage form for a combi-pack containing one mifepristone 200 mg tablet 

and four misoprostol 200 mcg tablets; and 

4. Removing the statement “Where permitted under national law and where culturally 

acceptable”.  

 

Safe abortion saves women’s lives daily all over the world and abortion is permitted in almost 

all countries when a woman’s life is at risk. A plethora of evidence exists that medical 

abortion with mifepristone-misoprostol is also culturally acceptable in every country where it 

is available. 
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In signing this letter, we wholeheartedly endorse the proposed recommendations by the 

WHO Team and the research and practice that support them. This EML application is crucial 

for the lives of women and girls as it will help to make it possible to increase access to 

medical abortion pills and improve reproductive healthcare substantially around the world.  

 

With kind regards,  

 
Marge Berer 

International Coordinator, London, UK 

International Campaign for Women’s Right to Safe Abortion 

c/o Promsex,  

Of. 604, Miraflores, Av. José Pardo 601 

Lima 15074, Peru 

E-mail: info@safeabortionwomensright.org 

 


