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structural trends, the biopolitical maze, the [said] sad return
of the religious” as dogmatism, waves of rights claims.




“sex thinking’’ across cultures and histories

Descriptions of and prescriptions on sex are found across kinship
systems, philosophical inquiries, religious doctrines and medical
knowledge, throughout cultures and histories.

The Sambia sex rules, analyzed by Gilbert’s Herdt; Plato’ s
Symposium; the Leviticus, tantric yoga doctrines, Yin and Yang;
the “discovery of the clitoris” by Mateo Colombo 1n the
Renaissance. ..
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the pioneers’ environment

Europe was stricken by civil strives, wars and
poverty, expelling millions of migrants to the
new worlds. Politics was plagued by

orism. Religious dogmatisms arose in
tton to Darwinism and increasing
1zation.  Anti-Semitism  gradually
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Since 1995, when sexual rights and sexual orientation,
as a non justifiable basis of discrimination, were debated
in the Beyying Women’s Conference as consensus has
been gradually emerging.

The principles of existing human rights instruments
must be applied to all persons, regardless of their sexual
orientation and gender identity, as spelled out by the
Yogyakarta Principles (2007).

In fact a discussion on the subject is evolving these days
at the level of the UN Human Rights Council.




Contemporary sexual politics is
“classical’ . It involves
organizing, protesting, public
debates, law and policy reforms,
judicial litigation.

It is biopolitice
demographi
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SHADOWS AND THREATS
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dogmatic religious forces, opefating in in
both ‘“real politics”’ and biopolitics.




states as violators and the shifting targets
of criminal laws




re should be as little restriction as possible to the flow of informa
ternet, except in few, exceptional, and limited circumstances pre
ational human rights law. The full guarantee of the right to.
of expression must be the norm, and any limitation consid,
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1S 1t possible to build bridges and enhance joint
efforts to preserve gains and curtail the forces
and threats that hover over the landscape?







eronormativity and its effects :
al dismorphy = gender
lities (brains, muscles,
1es, behavior, sexual drives
1CES).
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the silence on intersexuality prevent us
from hear the voices of intersex persons

Talking of mutilation has a stronger ethical political
impact and allows to connect the intervention aimed at
[ixing intersex bodies with other practices such as female
genital mutilation. Mutilation refers to something that
cuts not only each person’s possibilities but also the
possibilities that each culture has to recognize the body
diversity of its members. (Mauro Cabral, Global
Action for Trans Equality)




“Sex and nature, are thought to be real, while gender and culture
as seen as constructed. These are false dichotomies. Complex and
subtle interaction exists between the biological and the
social/political that must be understood and reexamined. We still
do not know enough about bodies pliability. Can we envisage
ourselves being at the same time natural and unnatural/artificial,
to conceive the body as a system that simultaneously produces and
is produced by social meanings, just any other biological organism
results from the combined and simultaneous actions on nature and
its processes “ (Anne Fausto-Sterling, 2000)
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The conditions prevailing 1in sexual politics
| today may provide a privileged opportunity for
| those not so easy dialogues to prosper, paving,
perhaps, novel ways of producing prudential
knowledge for a decent, just and freer society.







